
NAQCC FLORIDA CHAPTER MEMBER NEWS:   

 
On Friday, March 24th, 2017, the Florida Chapter of NAQCC returned to another local 
park for our monthly adventure.  We held our latest “Operation in the Park” at Colby-
Alderman Park in Cassadega, Florida – but first, a bit about Cassadega (a Seneca Indian 
word meaning "Water beneath the rocks") - a small unincorporated community located 
in Volusia County, Florida, United States, just north of Deltona.  
 
It is especially known for having a large number of psychics and mediums, and has 
consequently been named the "Psychic Capital of the World".  The Cassadaga 
Spiritualist camp began circa 1875 when the Southern Cassadaga Spiritualist Camp 
Meeting Association was founded by George P. Colby, from Pike, New York, a trance 
medium who traveled to many different states, giving readings and seances. He was 
well known, and in his travels, Colby was referred to as the "seer of spiritualism.  Colby 
worked with several spirit guides who would give him knowledge. One of his spirit 
guides was an Indian named Seneca, who had manifested to Colby during a seance in 
Lake Mills, Iowa. According to Colby, Seneca had instructed him to travel south to 
Florida, where he eventually arrived at a place called the Blue Springs Landing, near 
Orange City, Florida. According to Colby, the area that Seneca had led him to was the 
same area that Colby had seen during the seance in Iowa. 
 
Colby had arrived in Florida in 1875, and on December 18, 1894 the charter was 
granted to form The Southern Cassadaga Spiritualist Camp Meeting Association. The 
people who came to the Spiritualist Camp in the early days of its formation were 
affluent and well educated. The Cassadaga Spiritualist camp was named after the small 
Spiritualist Camp community found outside of Lily Dale, New York. 
 



The 124-acre Colby-Alderman Park boasts fishing and plenty of shady spots for visitors 
to while away a lazy afternoon. Playground equipment awaits energetic youngsters, 
while a volleyball court stands ready for older athletes. In addition to several picnic 
tables under shade trees is a smaller, roofed picnic pavilion.  Lotsa trees just right for 
wire antennas!  There were only a few other folks that stopped by the park while we 
“took it over”!  (But we share freely!) 

 
This trip, we again had 10 operators/visitors in our group (5 ops, three helpers, 2 
visitors).  Another big outing!   We had 4 stations on the air at the same time.  Special 
thanks to John KD4KS our newly dubbed official photographer (and what a great job he 
does!) 
 
Today we arrived to our site with bright blue skies and a temp of 75 degrees with 60% 
humidity, accompanied by a light, cool breeze.  It was very comfortable for us to 
operate.  The weather was again Florida “Chamber of Commerce” and absolutely 
beautiful!  When we left, it was up to about 86 degrees and starting to look like it 
might rain (as usual).   It didn’t rain (as usual). 
 
The signals were just “OK” today, with some pretty deep QSB.   20M and 30M had a 
few signals but 40M was again not too good, just like the last few months.   
 

Steve WB4OMM #5913 - 
Elecraft KX-3 and Vibroplex 
Code Warrior Jr paddle, 
running 5W to a 53-foot End 
Fed Wire. Steve worked 1 non-
member I2WEQ in Italy for 
some great DX….W2EJG, 
operating the WB4OMM 
station, was not to be out 
done…he worked non-
members F5UQE and DL6UNF 
in France and Germany plus 
NF1U Fred #7982 (CT), KB1M 
Walt #8058 (NH), and “usual 

suspect” Curt WA2JSG #3457 (NJ) – all on 20M.  Bob W2EJG and John W2IV #6150 
(one of our visitors) look on as Steve makes his measly one contact. 
 
 



 
Art WB4MNK #5274 used an 
Elecraft KX1 @ 4 watts to an 
Up and Outer antenna fed 
with 300-ohm line on 30m.  
Stations worked:  WA2JSG 
Curt #3457 (NJ); WA9TUT 
Dirk #8375 (IL); KC9TYA 
Mark #8671 (IN); and K9VP 
Roger #3763 VA. Operated 
from the top of the hill 
which was at least 30 feet 
above the park below. Hey, 
that’s high down here in FL!!  
Sure was a great turnout 
and again a bunch of fun. 

 
 
Phil NW4X #8927 brought his brand 
new Elecraft KX-2 (below), using a 
29.5 foot non-resonant vertical with 
a 9:1 Balun.  He made a QSO with 
N4DT Dan #7495 in Spartanburg, SC 
on 40m running 5W. 

 
Congrats on that fine, new radio!!  
Enjoyed the day, great fun!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ken N4KS #7626 used his Elecraft K2 
and 20M hamstick……and was 
“motorcycle mobile” (kind of!)   
 
He made a bunch of DX QSOs on 20M 
including ON4UN, XE2V I2WEQ, and 
F5UQE plus “locals” KB1M Walt 
#8058 in NH and Bill K5LN #7319 in 
TX. 
 
Below Art, Ken, Don, and Phil looking 
at Ken’s FB motorcycle trailer……. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Bob W2EJG, Steve WB4OMM 
and Nicole KM4SBQ at the 
WB4OMM table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don K3RLL, Art WB4MNK and 
Visitor Steve WB4FDY at the 
WB4MNK table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve brought his newest 
addition, the 4SQRP Bayou 
Jumper (a WWII Paraset 40M 
crystal controlled imitation) and 
4S-Tuner, but 40M was not 
cooperative while we were there! 
Maybe next month……. 
 
 



 
 

From left front to back:  Bob W2EJG, Art WB4MNK, Ken N4KS 
From right front to back:  Phil NW4X, Steve WB4FDY, John, KD4JS, and Don K3RLL – 

not pictured, Nicole KM4SBQ, John W4IV, and Steve WB4OMM (taking photo). 

 
Lunch time!  Antennas down, radios and stuff packed away.  We “brown bag it”, and 
have a cornucopia of stuff to eat.  Time to hob-nob with each other! 
 
 

The discussion revolved around great ham radio adventures and all of the great facets 
of our noble hobby.  It’s all about the collaboration, sharing, and fellowship – NO 
DRAMA HERE!  WE HAD FUN!!!! 
 
Once again, while the band conditions weren’t all that good, the weather was great, 
the location was great, the food was great….and the friendship was great.  Another 
great NAQCC-FL day!! 
 
 



Special thanks to our visitors John W2IV, who took the time to stop by and say, 
“Hi”, and visit for a while.  He heads “back up North” and will return (we hope!) to 
sunny Florida in the fall…..safe travels OM, hope to “see you” on the air!  Steve 
WB4FDY a local who is always a welcome addition stayed with us for the day.  
John KD4JS took photos and helped out, as did Nicole KM4QBQ.  Our good 
friend Don K3RLL “just visited” for the day, providing much needed moral support! 
 

Many thanks to those who listened for us and helped make this another successful 
NAQCC-FL event! 

 
 

NEXT MONTH’S SCHEDULED EVENT:   
 

Friday, May 12th, 2017 starting at 9:30 AM EDT (NOTE START TIME!) 
 

Buschman Park, Port Orange, FL (4575 Spruce Creek Road, Port Orange, FL) – Park 
webpage with directions:  BUSCHMAN PARK WEB PAGE & DIRECTION 

 

WHO: “The Usual Suspects” – Art WB4MNK, Steve WB4OMM, Rick AA4W, Don 
K3RLL, Wally KG4LAL, Bob W2EJG, John KM4JTE, John KD4JS, Nicole KM4QBQ, Ken 

N4KS & Paul NU4C (and whoever else can make it). 
 

Visit our Web Page: 
http://wb4omm.com/naqcc-fl-chapter/  

 
Look for our announcement! 

72/73 to all – Steve WB4OMM, #5913 - NAQCCFL@yahoo.com 
 
 

https://www.port-orange.org/parks/?p=parks_detail&id=bsmn&w=rental
http://wb4omm.com/naqcc-fl-chapter/
mailto:NAQCCFL@yahoo.com

