
NAQCC FLORIDA CHAPTER MEMBER NEWS:  

On Friday, March 18th, 2016, the Florida Chapter of NAQCC returned to another 
favorite local park ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊƪέ at Hontoon Island State Park in DeLand, Florida.  
 
Hontoon Island State Park is a 1,650-acre island tucked away on the St. JƻƘƴΩǎ wƛǾŜǊ 

Southwest of DeLand, in Volusia County, 
Florida.  Free daytime admission, camping, 
over 3 miles of trails to hike or bike, kayaks 
and canoes ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ to 
explore The Real Florida. Transportation to 
the Island is provided at no charge by the 
Hontoon Island Ferry.  The Island has an 
extensive History Museum, concession 
stands, and boat slips.  Seeing is 
appreciating when you see this άWŜǿŜƭ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴǎ wƛǾŜǊέΦ 
 

This trip, we had 4 members/operators in our group.  We arrived to our site with blue 
skies and a temp of 68 degrees with 50% humidity ς we had a slight breeze from time 
to time throughout the morning.  It was very comfortable for us to operate 
 
The signals were not good on 20M today, with some deep QSB.   30M and 17M had a 
few weak signals.  40M was devoid of human habitation!  Propagation has not been FB 
on the last few trips!! 

 

Steve WB4OMM #5913 - Elecraft KX-3, 
Vibroplex Code Warrior Jr paddle, 5W to 
a Buddipole setup for 20M. Steve 
worked 3 members in 3 states on 20M 
including regular Karen W4KRN #3392-
VA; Rick KX9DX #3033-IL, & Chuck 
KA5PVB #8060-TX. 
Steve spent much of the morning testing 
ŀƴŘ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ .ǳŘŘƛǇƻƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ муΩ 
mast ς also with the 9 foot collapsible 
ends ς on 40M and 20M for a NPOTA 
event for the next day. 

Steve WB4OMM and Art WB4MNK on the Ferry 



Art WB4MNK #5274 used a KX-1 
ŀǘ п ǿŀǘǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άŘƛǊǘ ŎƘŜŀǇέ 
paddle to a 20M vertical with six 
radials.   
 

Art made 4 Qs on 20M, including 
members Jim N8BB #1692-MI; 
regular Karen W4KRN #3392-VA; 
and non-members Jim N0UR-MN 
and Don W4WJ-TX. 
  
!ƴŘ !Ǌǘ άƧǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘέ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ v{h 
with regular Curt WA2JSG #3457 
in NJ but the band dropped out 
before they could get the RST 
reports 

 
 

!Ǌǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ άƘŜƭǇέ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴκŀƴǘŜƴƴŀ ǎŜǘǳǇΧJohn KD4JS #8019.  
John was our photographer for our activity again this month (thank you John!). 
 
 

Another fella who has become a 
regular attendee in our monthly 
adventures is John KM4JTE #7966 
(here seated, to the left of Art 
WB4MNK).  John is just learning 
Morse Code, but has come a long 
way in the last year.  He drives to 
our sites in Volusia County from 
the Gainesville area (at least an 
hour drive) and is a great addition 
to our group.  He listens, and 
άŀƭƳƻǎǘέ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ v ǘƘƛǎ 
ǘǊƛǇΗ  IŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻƻƴΗΗ 

 
 

Charlie WX4CB stopped by to say, “Hi” but had to leave……. 
Many of our group could not make this outing, but will be back for future excursions! 
 



Here’s a few other photos of our small group in action this month… 
 

 

Steve WB4OMM working on his Buddipole 
Antenna 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Art Working on his antenna…..and lookit!  
The SWR is FLAT! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What we do best - talk and eat!  (Joined by Charlie WX4CB and 
John W2IV, a 2-Lander that visits us from time to time) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The greatest sight of our adventure!!  These are Sandhill Cranes – a family with a 
young chick.  They showed no fear of the humans invading their territory and walked 
calmly through the park sites for the duration of our stay.  The photos don’t do these 
winged denizens justice, they are “BIG BIRDS” that grow to the height of a human!! 

The Real Florida! 
 

Many thanks to those who listened for us and helped make this another successful 
NAQCC-FL event! 

 
 

NEXT MONTH’S SCHEDULED EVENT:   
 

Friday, April 15th, 2016 starting at 9:30 AM EDT 
Sunrise Park, Holly Hill, FL (1135 Riverside Drive, Holly Hill, FL) – Park webpage with 

directions:  DIRECTIONS TO PARK AND INFO 
 

WHO: “The Usual Suspects” – Art WB4MNK, Steve WB4OMM, Rick AA4W, Don 
K3RLL, Wally KG4LAL, Bob W2EJG, John KM4JTE, John KD4JS, Paul NU4C & Charlie 

WX4CB (and whoever else can make it). 
 

Visit our Web Page: 
http://wb4omm.com/naqcc-fl-chapter/  

 
Look for our announcement! 

72/73 to all – Steve WB4OMM, #5913 - NAQCCFL@yahoo.com 
 

http://www.sportsvolusia.com/facilities/holly-hill%20/sunriseholly.stml
http://wb4omm.com/naqcc-fl-chapter/
mailto:NAQCCFL@yahoo.com

