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(Steve WB4OMM is the photographer)

On Friday, October 23nd, 2015, the Florida Chapter of NAQCC returned to one of our
favorite local parks for our monthly adventure. We held our latest “Operation in the
Park” at Lake Ashby Park in New Smyrna Beach, Florida (as previously discussed, the
park address is in New Smyrna Beach – but it’s 17 miles to the beach!).
The 64-acre rural park includes primitive tent camping, a playground, volleyball court,
nature/horse trails, boardwalks, fishing pier, grills, and pavilions with picnic tables. It
also offers a free public boat ramp nearby and a 3,500-square-foot children's play area
that includes a variety of climbers, swings and ladders.
This popular waterfront park offers many outdoor recreational opportunities, including
canoeing, fishing, walking and simply enjoying nature. Angling is permitted from a
boardwalk and along the shore. Additionally, a launch site for personal watercraft is
available. Lake Ashby was named for Major James A. Ashby, who helped lead
American military forces during the Second Seminole War.
This trip, we had nine – yes, nine, count us! – operators in our group. Our biggest
outing to date! And we had five stations on the air at the same time! (Almost….)

Today we arrived to our site with bright blue skies and a temp of 74 degrees with 40%
humidity, accompanied by a light, cool breeze. It was very comfortable for us to
operate. The weather was a Florida fall “Chamber of Commerce” day and absolutely
beautiful! By the time we left it was up to about 84 degrees and starting to look like it
might rain. It didn’t rain, but it was time to leave anyway so it didn’t matter!
The signals were just “OK” on 20M today, with some pretty deep QSB. 30M had a few
signals but not much other than some noise. 40M was again horrible (few weak signals
and lotsa’ noise) just like the last few months. We made a whopping two QSOs there.
Steve WB4OMM #5913 - Elecraft KX-3 and
Vibroplex Code Warrior Jr paddle, running
5W to a 20M or 40M Hamstick on a ground
mounted tripod. Steve and his helper
“Henchmen” (below) worked 8 members in
8 different states on 20M including regular
Curt #3457 in NJ and NAQCC VP John N8ZYA
#2279; two other FL stations on 40M made
a total of 10 Qs with 10 members in 9
states. States worked: FL, WV, PA, MI, IN,
NY, NJ, AR and CT.

The “Henchmen of
WB4OMM” – on the left is
John KM4JTE #7966; on the
right is Bob W2EJG. Bob
made several of the
WB4OMM QSOs – John is still
learning, and although we
both tried to persuade him
several times, he held off
operating! Soon Grasshopper,
very soon!!
We’re still convincing Bob to
join NAQCC…he’s still thinking
about it.

Art WB4MNK #5274 used a KX-1, Z100
tuner, 31' vertical wire fed with coax
through a 9:1 UNUN sitting on a nice big
tripod. The 31' vertical on tripod was built
by John KD4JS and it works great.
Art brought along some “help” too…John
KD4JS #8019 (below, on the left).
Art made 4 Qs on 30M, including Curt
WA2JSG #3457 in NJ and another NJ; and
another in OH. He worked KD2JC in NJ on
both 30M and 20M. A total of 5 Qs with 4
members.

The
31’
Tripod
Antenna

Wally KG4LAL #6278 brought his Yaesu FT817 running 5W with an LDG tuner to a 60+
foot end fed sloper antenna.
On 10M, he could hear several stations
around 28.400 (some were really strong
including Europe and Tel Aviv), but just
couldn’t work ‘em.
We all admire Wally….he never gives up,
and doesn’t get mad!! See – always
smiling! What a nice guy!
QRP phone is tough!

Rick AA4W #1628 brought his Elecraft KX-3 too.
Running 5W, he fed a 53’ wire and worked 15M
& 17M. He made 5 QSOs, working two stations
in the USA – MO & MN; plus DX stations in
Hungary, Ecuador, and the Ukraine.
Great DX for QRP!

Don K3RLL #1905 used his trusty Elecraft
KX-3 running 5W – but his antenna was
“deaf”… he couldn’t hear any signals on his
radio. After some time he dug into his sack
of stuff and pulled out another antenna, an
End Fed Wire. That one could hear, but he
could not get the SWR down below 6:1 – so
by now most of us know Don is not on the
air, and we all slowly make our way to his
location to see “what’s up”.

Art asks Don: “What is that?”
It’s a thing-a-ma-jig. It plugs into the
whosie-whatsis. Makes the antenna
and everything work better.”
Steve ain’t buying any of it.
Who knows what else Don may have
buried in his “Felix the Cat” bag of
tricks!

This is Paul NU4C….no, he isn’t a member of
NAQCC yet, but he is an avid portable ops
fella and his last words at the end of the day
were, “I really should join and get a number”.
There is hope for him yet.
Here, he holds the end of a wire….what
wire?? Why the wire at the end of the
counterpoise of Don’s alternate antenna.
Being a competent engineer Paul took one
look at the wire and told all of us it works.
What works? We don’t know. But we thinks
the antenna didn’t! Fortunately for him, the
radio was NOT connected to a 1.5 KW
amplifier!

Here, two of the “experts” (Steve and
Paul) offer advice, opinions, guidance,
counsel and various theories of
antenna failures to poor Don.
This time Art ain’t buying any of it.

Another antenna goes up – the random Vee.
Steve thinks the coax looks neat! And he is
soooo happy it is not him having trouble!
Don keeps trying….a patient man.
Paul, once again, wants to hold wires! Must
be some kind of Halloween fetish!

By 11:30 am, EVERYBODY was
“helping” Don with his antenna
problem.
Of the nine operators present, we had
some 15 different opinions as to why
he could not get that antenna working.
(Yes, the “wires” were connected to his
radio….a previous issue!)
Don is a very nice and a very patient
man. Fortunately, he does not carry a
gun.
After he changed to a 51’x33’ random Vee with a Pomona connector he easily worked
YV5DTJ on 17M. After the antenna change - in Don’s words…..”WOW! Where did all
those signals come from?” But by then it was time for lunch!

Lunch time! Antennas down, radios and stuff packed away. We “brown bag it”, and
have a cornucopia of stuff to eat. Time to hob-nob with each other!
As usual the discussion revolved around great ham radio adventures and all of the
great facets of our noble hobby. We never did figure out the mystery of Don’s antenna
problems, but a solution will be found, and he will be back to rack up the Qs! One of
the greatest advantages of these forays into the wilds is we all get to experience
“problems” from time to time, and then “solve them”. It adds to the collective
knowledge of our group, and ultimately helps out other hams who might encounter
similar problems. It’s all about the collaboration, sharing, and fellowship – NO DRAMA
HERE!

While the band conditions weren’t quite “great”, the weather was great, the location
was great, the food was great….and the friendship was great! Another great NAQCC-FL
day!!
Many thanks to those who listened for us and helped make this another successful
NAQCC-FL event!
NEXT MONTH’S SCHEDULED EVENT:
Friday, November 20th, 2015 starting at 9:30 AM EDT (NOTE START TIME!)
Colby-Alderman Park, Cassadega, FL (1099 Massachusetts St., Cassadaga, FL) – Park
webpage with directions: COLBY-ALDERMAN PARK WEB PAGE & DIRECTION
WHO: “The Usual Suspects” – Art WB4MNK, Steve WB4OMM, Rick AA4W, Don
K3RLL, Wally KG4LAL, Bob W2EJG, John KM4JTE, John KD4JS & Paul NU4C (and
whoever else can make it).
Visit our Web Page:
http://wb4omm.com/naqcc-fl-chapter/
Look for our announcement!
72/73 to all – Steve WB4OMM, #5913 - NAQCCFL@yahoo.com

