NAQCC FLORIDA CHAPTER MEMBER NEWS: September 2021

We Are Back!!! On Friday, September 17, 2021 the Florida Chapter of
NAQCC held our latest “Parkpedition” at Riverwalk Park located in Port
Orange, Florida.
Riverwalk park is located on the Halifax River. The park is broken up into
two sections. The north section includes a kayak/canoe and paddle board
launching area, fishing piers and a 12’ wide trail. The south section includes
the splash pad and picnic pavilions.
Everyone arrived between 9AM and 10AM with a couple arriving
afterwards. It was a hot day but there was a slight breeze off the river that
helped cool it down.

This trip we had a total of 5 members and 1 visitor in our group to include:
Steve WB4OMM #5274; Steve K8SR #10527, Rick AA4W #1628, John KD4JS
#8019, Art WB4MNK and Steve WA0AOD.
Steve WB4OMM #5913.
Steve brought his Elecraft KX3
with a Code Warrior Jr paddle
along with his newly acquired
Buddipole Vertical plus two
additional 2 foot aluminum
sections which was purchased at
the Huntsville Hamfest, it came
with everything except the carry
bag and tripod. Steve was able to
get the antenna set up using a
beach umbrella stand. Steve tried to tune the antenna on 20 CW (14.060)
with no luck, it would not go below 9:1 SWR. Over the next couple of hours,
multiple adjustment of the radial length and extendable top antenna
section; replacing the Buddipole stock coax with the included connector
with another known good one (this required Steve to drive the 10 miles
round to go back to his house to get the replacement). Sadly, still could not
get an SWR less than 9:1. Rick AA4W (a resident expert in Buddipoles, he
actually works for them part time) came over from his station to help. After
swapping vertical components back and forth to no avail, Rick started
checking continuity with an ohmmeter voilà! Rick discovered the two
aluminum 2 foot additional sections had no continuity (so an “open” in the
vertical section). Steve took them out and reassembled the antenna and it
tuned! It was quickly adjusted for a 1.1:1 SWR on 14.060 and a 1.2:1 on
7.060. It was a success!! It was almost 11:30AM, but he was able to get on
20M and make 2 contacts, 1 member and 1 non-member. The new antenna
works, a long morning but successful!

VE3LNU Toronto gave him a 449 and Chuck AC1BS #1012 ME who gave a
579.

Steve K8SR #10527.
Steve was running 7
watts on a K1 to a
20M hamstick. Steve
was having a little
trouble making
contacts so Steve
WB4OMM helped him
get the problem
figured out and he
ended up with 4
contacts and all
members.
Curt K2CWM NY #3457; Mark WA2NYY NJ #6388; Mike K8NS FL #8597 and
Don KD3CA PA #6602.

Rick AA4W #1628.
Rick was operating with his Elecraft
KX3 to a Buddistick. After making a
couple of Qs, Rick helped Steve
WB4OMM with getting his
Buddipole Vertical up and running.
Rick was able to make 4 contacts, 3
members and 1 non member.

Mark WG8Y NC #4405; Rob RU4E NC; Jim AJ8S OH #6829; Mike K8NS FL
#8587

LOOK AT THAT VIEW….Halifax River and City Scape

John KD4JS
and Steve
WA0AOD
listening on
Steves ICOM IC
705 which he
was able to
remotely
access.

Steve WB4OMM, Art WB4MNK, John KD4JS and Steve WA0AOD and
WB4OMMs table

Many thanks to those who listened for us and
helped make this another successful NAQCC-FL event!

NEXT MONTH’S SCHEDULED EVENT:
Friday, October 15th, 2021 starting at 10:00 AM EDT (1400Z)
Sunrise Park (1135 Riverside Dr, Holly Hill, FL 32117)
Park webpage with directions: DIRECTIONS TO PARK AND INFO

Visit our Web Page:
http://wb4omm.com/naqcc-fl-chapter/
Look for our announcement!
72/73 to all – Nikki KM4SBQ, #8749 - NAQCCFL@groups.io

